Procedures for registering for a doctorate in psychology
1. First, identify a potential supervisor, by looking at the website or by speaking to someone in the department about your research interests.  The departmental website can be accessed 
http://www.sun.ac.za/english/faculty/arts/psychology/Pages/default.aspx
2. Together with your supervisor, you develop a proposal, the guidelines for which can be found at as a PDF document under on the PhD page.
3. The proposal is then presented to an admissions committee (a small group in the department, with representatives from other departments; generally speaking the candidate is present at this meeting, which is run quite informally and in a constructive manner) who assist the candidate and the supervisor with refining the proposal.


4. Once the admissions committee is happy with the proposal, it then goes to the faculty research committee who may also comment on the proposal, and from there on to the faculty board, and finally on to Senate.


5. Once Senate has approved the proposal, the candidate may register formally for the degree.
The candidate must also apply (at stage 1) formally to the university administration for the degree – this involves filling in the required application form and getting a provisional student number, which is a requirement before the admissions committee can meet.

